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The Baptism of Christ

Epiphany moments matter…
At the beginning of this New Year with
worries about the omicron variant, energy
price hikes and (dare I say it) the fortunes of
Norwich City, people are looking for God in
all kinds of people and places! They might visit
a church to light a candle, they might read the
Bible, or they might just find a quiet space to
sit and meditate. Yet in this season of Epiphany
we are reminded time after time that there is
more to Epiphany than gold, frankincense and
myrrh. God comes unexpectedly. The account
of Christ’s own baptism is its own ‘Epiphany’
moment, as God renders the heavens open, and then says, ‘You, yes you,
are my beloved.’ The words are for Jesus, but we can treasure them too,
as God’s promise of love reveals himself to us. The importance of witnessing
Jesus’ baptism each year offers us a remembrance of our own. At the same
time, this cannot just be a moment of gratitude, but a moment of awe. Not
just a moment of reliance on our baptismal promise, but a moment of
rediscovery of who God really is. Not just a moment of security and
steadfastness, but a moment of certainty that when we look for God, we see
God as the heavens open and everything changes. At the beginning of 2022
we need this kind of Epiphany season. A time that does not settle for God’s
appearances in the usual, but that trusts in God’s in-breaking when we least
expect it — to give good news to the poor, sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to realize that God’s favour is for all, especially those
whom our society rejects and overlooks. May God bless you as you discover
your own heaven-opening Epiphany moments!
Fr James

Family Eucharist for the Baptism of Christ
Introductory Organ Voluntary
Hymn NEH 55 Hail to the Lord’s anointed
The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you and also with you.
Welcome
Words of welcome to those in church and those online are given.
Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Collect
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son, anointing
him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who
are born again by water and the Spirit, that
we may be faithful to our calling as your
adopted children; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Reading Isaiah 43:1-7
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed
you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by
name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. I give
Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you
are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you, I give people in
return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with
you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will
gather you; I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to the south, ‘Do
not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end
of the earth - everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my
glory.’
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am
well pleased. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John
answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowingfork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ Now when
all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon
him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Family Address
Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism
Water is poured into the bowl
God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more.
Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise for ever.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and praise for your gift of water in creation;
for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, bringing light and life; for your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, baptized in the river Jordan. We bless you for
your new creation, brought to birth by water and the Spirit, and for your
grace bestowed upon us your children, washing away our sins. May your
holy and life-giving Spirit move upon these waters. Restore through them
the beauty of your creation, and bring those who are baptized to new birth
in the family of your Church. Drown sin in the waters of judgement, anoint
your children with power from on high, and make them one with Christ
in the freedom of your kingdom. For all might, majesty, dominion and
power are yours, now and for ever. Alleluia. Amen.
Prayers of Penitence
God of truth, you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us; look
in mercy on your people. From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we
shall be clean.
We have broken the pledges of our baptism and failed to be your disciples.
From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.
We have shown indifference to those in need and have been afraid to
stand up for justice and truth. From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and
we shall be clean.

We have been slow to forgive and have failed to remember your repeated
forgiveness of our sins. From all our sins, O Lord: wash us, and we shall
be clean.
Today we rejoice and give thanks because your Son humbled himself to be
baptized in the Jordan. Through the waters you have given us the mystery
of baptism for the remission of our sins. From all our sins, O Lord: wash
us, and we shall be clean.
Through water and Spirit, you give us new life as the people of God and
pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant. From all our sins, O
Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.
Almighty God, in our baptism you have consecrated us to be temples of
your Holy Spirit. May we, whom you have counted worthy, nurture your
indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, and worship you with upright lives;
through Jesus Christ. Amen.
The water may be sprinkled over the people.
‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride.
‘Come forward, you who are thirsty,
receive the water of life,
the free gift to all who desire it.’
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The response to the bidding
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.
The Peace
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge
of what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. The peace
of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Hymn NHWS 48 Do not be afraid

The Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared, and bread and wine ae placed upon it.
Open the heavens, Lord our God, and send your transforming Spirit on
us and on these gifts. May we who are baptized into Christ be ready to
share his cup of suffering and strengthened to serve him for ever. Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere
to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. You celebrated
your new gift of baptism in signs and wonders at the Jordan. Your voice
was heard from heaven to awaken faith in the presence among us of your
Word made flesh. Your Spirit was seen as a dove, revealing Jesus as your
servant, and anointing him with the oil of gladness to preach the good
news to the poor. Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and
heaven, we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven for ever
praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread
and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking
bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take,
eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you,
gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with
confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before
you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and
resurrection until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour
on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with the Blessed
Virgin Mary, St Andrew and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread The minister breaks the consecrated bread.
We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us, light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
Agnus Dei The Agnus Dei is said as the bread is broken.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

The Giving of Communion
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Communion The sacrament is distributed. Hymn 23 Be still for the
presence of the Lord is sung.
Prayer after Communion
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed
yourself as Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power
of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of our rebirth through the
waters of the new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and
blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our
souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power
of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
Notices The notices and announcements are given.
Hymn NEH 49 Brightest and best
The Blessing
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal
life, perfect in you the image of his glory; and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you always. Amen.
The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.
Closing Voluntary

Prayer Intentions: Let us pray
THE CHURCH
Our Bishops Graham, Alan and Jane
Our Archdeacons Karen Hutchinson (as she prepares to move to the
Diocese of Salisbury); Ian Bentley (Lynn) his wife Caroline and family,
following his diagnosis of cancer
Our Ministry Team Nicole King, James Stewart
Norwich East Deanery St Stephen, Norwich Clergy: Madeline Light, Ian
Fifield Lay Ministers: Peter Carroll, Anne Murphy
Anglican Communion Iglesia Anglicana de Chile
THE WORLD
For peace throughout the world particularly Kazakhstan ; for the leaders of
the nations still making difficult decisions in relation to Covid-19. For our
hospitals, schools and businesses.
THE COMMUNITY
Key parts of our community Our Care and Nursing homes - Broadland
View, Larchwood, Dussindale, Mary Chapman
Streets of the parish Common Lane, Commonwealth Way, Cornet Close
Our community Civic leaders on Town, District and County Councils
THOSE IN NEED OF OUR PRAYER including Paul Carter, Graham
and Monique Rowland, Jennifer Jones, Janet Fancy, Colin Hicks, Grace
Howes, Peter and Gaynor Garrood, Rita Ward, Joy and Andy McCall,
Brother Gabriel, Anthony Travis, Alan Fleming, Maureen Goodswen, Roy
Ferris, Graham Shelton, HM The Queen, Rita Bishop, Janet Johnson
THE DEPARTED
The recently departed
Denis King, Betty Carr (19 Jan)
Those whose anniversary of death occurs at this time including
Kenneth Reed (10 Jan) Reginald Herod (15 Jan) Lucy Wright (15 Jan)
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Other notices and announcements

KEEPING SAFE DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
HM Government moved to its Winter Plan B, due to the concerning spread
of the omicron (o) variant. It is important that we keep safe:
• If you have Covid-19 symptoms please isolate and take a test.
• Please do use hand sanitisers where possible.
• You are required by law to wear a face covering. There is a
reasonable excuse exemption which allows people to remove a face
covering whilst singing if they wish to do so. However, people may wish
to consider the use of face coverings while singing.
• We are fortunate that there is plenty of room in our churches, so that
you will be able to keep spaced apart if needed.
ARCHDEACON’S VISITATION – 6 FEBRUARY 2022
The Archdeacon of Norwich, the Venerable Karen Hutchinson, was due to
be with us on 3 April. In December it was announced that she was moving
to the Diocese of Salisbury in early March. Her visit was rearranged before
Christmas for 6 February. In the New Year we have been able to plan the
day more fully, following the Bishop’s current guidance on Pastoral
Visitations. Since this actual day commences the Platinum Jubilee
celebrations for our nation (it being the anniversary of the Accession to the
Throne) we are holding a Parish-wide service at 10.30am in the Parish
Church. Please see Revised Schedule of services for the next 5 weeks.
Instead of the 11.15am service on 6 February there will be an additional
11.15am service for Candlemas at 11.15am on 30 January. There will be a
good opportunity to talk to Archdeacon Karen about the parish and our
churches after the 10.30am service - and of course wish her well as she
prepares to move to the Diocese of Salisbury.
100 CLUB – JANUARY DRAW This is being drawn this weekend.
Winners of the January Draw will be notified in the 9.30am service.
QUIZ AND CHIPS – POSTPONED
The Quiz and Chips evening planned for 15 January 2022 has been
postponed – due to Covid-19. We will set a new date in due course. Further
details from Victor Scrivens – victor.scrivens@btopenworld.com

RECTOR’S HOLIDAY (10-17 JANUARY) There will be no Morning
Prayer in the week commencing 10 January, due to the Rector’s holiday.
Due to staffing issues, exacerbated by Covid-19 there will be no 8.00am
service on Sunday 16 January, but there will be an additional 8.00am service
on Sunday 30 January for Candlemas. Apologies for the inconvenience
caused. Please see Revised Schedule on last page of these notices for full
details. The Rector will be checking emails once per day. Otherwise please
contact one of the churchwardens.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY The Churchwardens, PCC
and myself are very grateful to you for all that you have given in the past
year to help keep this parish running. Some of you have been sacrificial in
your giving – for which we say Thank you. As we enter this New Year if
you can add to your giving and, for example, it has not gone up in several
years – then please now consider this. If you pay tax and are able to gift aid
and have not signed a Gift Aid declaration, please let us know and we can
provide the appropriate form. It costs you nothing and the church benefits.
If you would like to be added to the regular giving envelope scheme, please
speak to Margaret Hope. It is also possible to set up a standing order with
your bank or make payments online. If you have any queries, please ask.
STAMPS FOR RNIB There is a tub to collect used stamps in aid of RNIB
at the back of the Parish Church. If possible, please leave 1cm of envelope
around the stamp. With thanks to Chirstine Cutting for arranging this.
NATIVITY COLOURING COMPETITION The results of this will be
announced in the Family Eucharist at the Parish Church (9.30am – Sunday 9
January 2022). The results will be published in next week’s notices.
DATES FOR DIARY – COMING UP
19 February 2022 at 7.00pm - FILM NIGHT – St Andrew’s Centre
31 March 2022 (9.00am -5.00pm approx.) PILGRIMAGE to Walsingham.
More details and booking form after the Rector’s Holiday.

REVISED SCHEDULE
Sunday Services in the coming weeks
Sun 9 Jan (THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST)
9.30am Family Eucharist with awards of the Nativity Colouring Competition
(in person and streamed LIVE) – Parish Church
11.15am Sung Eucharist – Good Shepherd
Sun 16 Jan (EPIPHANY 2)
NO 8.00am Eucharist – Good Shepherd TODAY
9.30am Sung Eucharist (in person and streamed LIVE) – Parish Church
11.15am Sung Eucharist – Good Shepherd
Sun 23 Jan (EPIPHANY 3)
9.30am Sung Eucharist (in person and streamed LIVE) – Parish Church
11.00am Café Church – St Andrew’s Centre
Sun 30 Jan (CANDLEMAS)
8.00am Eucharist – Good Shepherd
9.30am Sung Eucharist (in person and streamed LIVE) – Parish Church
11.15am Sung Eucharist – Good Shepherd
Sun 6 February (4TH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT)
8.00am Eucharist – Good Shepherd
10.30am Eucharist and Service of Thanksgiving on the 70th Anniversary of HM
The Queen’s Accession to the Throne. Preacher: The Archdeacon of
Norwich (in person and streamed LIVE) – Parish Church

The Rector, Churchwardens, Ministry Team and Parochial
Church Council thank you all for your joyful participation in the
life of our parish and wish you all a Happy New Year!

For further information

Please contact our Rector, The Revd James Stewart (Fr James)
Tel: 01603 439160 or email: rector@thorpeparishchurch.org

