Weekly Newsletter and Service Sheet
21 March 2021
Passion Sunday (Lent 5)

Rector’s Reflection
Our Covid Year – looking for new beginnings
Each day at the moment, in our newspapers and on the television news, we
are told what was happening a year ago in 2020, whether it be the first
hospital case of Covid-19, pubs or schools closing or that night on 23 March
2020 when even Coronation Street was interrupted as the Prime Minister
came on the television to tell us that the nation was going into lockdown.
Not only was public worship not happening but now we were asked by the
Archbishop of Canterbury to lock our churches completely. It is of course
the case that no other institution can compare to places of worship, but by
closing our church buildings it felt like we had been consigned to the list of
other things in life which were considered non-essential. This was never the
case. We were asked, if we could, to broadcast services online from our
homes. We were only permitted to have camera assistance if the person
already lived in the same household. I asked Tabitha the cat, but she just
looked rather bemused! So on Passion Sunday last year the first Rectory
Communion was broadcast – with over 1800 views on Facebook. On the
small makeshift altar I placed the bread and the wine and we were able to
keep going in the strangest of times. That bread and wine, just one year on,
will be placed on our altar in church as we remember the death and passion
of our Lord this Passion Sunday. The gospel
reading reminds us of the need in the cycle of
life for a grain of wheat to die so that new
shoots can spring up. Our return to church
tomorrow means we will follow the events
which lead to the cross, where Christ dies for
us all, to then emerge triumphantly as a parish
together, singing Alleluia – as new life springs
up in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It’s a
reminder for us all that although the cross is
an instrument of torture, which produces
death, that the cross is the tree of life – since
it leads to the resurrection. With every
blessing as many of us return to our churches.

Fr James

The Eucharist and Liturgy
for Passion Sunday
Organ Voluntary
Hymn New English Hymnal 95
When I survey the wondrous Cross,
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.
See from his head, his hands, his feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
His dying crimson like a robe,
Spreads o'er his body on the Tree;
Then I am dead to all the globe,
And all the globe is dead to me.
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you and also with you.
Welcome
Words of welcome to those in church and those online are given.

Prayers of Penitence
God shows his love for us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Let us then show our love for him by confessing our sins in penitence
and faith.
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.
Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Collect
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered
on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their
husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I
will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God.

Hymn New English Hymnal 86
My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown,
That they might lovely be.
O, who am I, that for my sake
My Lord should take frail flesh, and die?
He came from his blest throne,
Salvation to bestow:
But men made strange, and none
The longed-for Christ would know.
But O, my Friend, my Friend indeed,
Who at my need his life did spend!
Sometimes they strew his way,
And his sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King.
Then 'Crucify!' is all their breath,
And for his death they thirst and cry.
Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine;
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like thine!
This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.
Gospel Reading John 12:20-33
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. Christ humbled himself
and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has
highly exalted him and given him the name that is above every name. Praise
to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to
him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew
and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come

for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies,
it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must
follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves
me, the Father will honour. “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I
say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have
come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing
there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has
spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not
for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The response to the bidding
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.
The Peace
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace.. The peace of the Lord be always
with you and also with you. Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared, and bread and wine ae placed upon it.
Organ music is played. At the end this prayer is said.
Jesus, true vine and bread of life, ever giving yourself that the world might
live, let us share your death and passion: make us perfect in your love.
Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere
to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. The power of
the life-giving cross reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified. He is the victim who dies no more, the
Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, our advocate in heaven to plead our
cause, exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, for ever praising
you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and
as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine
outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. On the night
before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised
you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. When supper was
ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me. So, Father, we remember all that Jesus
did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the
cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim
his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.
Jesus Christ is Lord: Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have
set us free. You are the Saviour of the world.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour
on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with the Blessed
Virgin Mary and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ,
and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread The minister breaks the consecrated bread.
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Agnus Dei The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

The Giving of Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are
those who are called to his supper. Lord, I am not worthy to receive
you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
Communion The sacrament is distributed. Short organ music is played.
Prayer after Communion
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our
brothers and sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of
others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen.
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were
still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and
living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate
of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who
drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give
light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live
to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Notices The notices and announcements are given.
Hymn
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
the emblem of suffering and shame;
and I love that old cross where the dearest and best
for a world of lost sinners was slain.
Refrain: So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.
O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
has a wondrous attraction for me;
for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above
to bear it to dark Calvary. Refrain

To that old rugged cross I will ever be true,
its shame and reproach gladly bear;
then he'll call me some day to my home far away,
where his glory forever I'll share. Refrain
The Blessing
Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a
firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and the blessing
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and those
whom you love for evermore. Amen.
The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.
Closing Voluntary

CENSUS DAY IS TODAY!!!

Prayer Intentions
THE CHURCH
Our Ministry Team James Stewart, Taylor Wilton-Morgan, Nicole King
Our Bishops Graham and Alan Archdeacons Karen Hutchinson, Steven
Betts, Ian Bentley Ecumenical All our brothers and sisters in all
denominations.. Anglican Communion All Anglican churches across the
world – The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby.
THE WORLD
All those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic all key workers in NHS
and all fields of frontline work, particularly our Care and Nursing homes Broadland View, Larchwood, Dussindale, Mary Chapman Vaccination
Giving thanks for those who have already received vaccines and the rolling
out of the programme.
THE COMMUNITY
Streets of the Parish Longfields Road, Lucas Court, Lynn Close
Our community Those struggling with the national lockdown and
remembering all our civic leaders at Town, District and County level.
THOSE IN NEED OF OUR PRAYER including Paul Carter, Mark
Little, Graham and Monique Rowland, Jennifer Jones, Janet Fancy, Colin
Hicks, Alan Harrison, Grace Howes, Peter and Gaynor Garrood, Rita
Ward, Joy and Andy McCall, Jean High, Jean Mayhew, Brother Gabriel,
Craig Fransham, Anthony Travis, Mark King, Chloe Smith MP, Alan
Fleming
THE DEPARTED
The recently departed Eileen Allen (24 March), Victor Minister (27
March), Lindsay Hannant (31 March – PC: 2.30pm)
Those whose anniversary of death occurs at this time
Peggy Savill (21 March), Brian Daines (21 March),
David Hughes (22 March), Margaret Myers (24 March),
Tully Walker (26 March), Beryl Everett (27 March)

Other notices and announcements
RETURNING TO OUR CHURCHES – AN UPDATE

We are delighted to welcome you back. Please follow these guidelines:
•
Please use hand sanitisers on entering and leaving the church.
•
Please wear a face covering at all times in church, other than to receive
the host. Please do make sure it covers your nose and mouth.
•
Alternate pews are being used and within the pews please ensure we
remember to sit 2 metres away from others (1 metre plus with face
mask), unless from the same household or ‘support bubble’, in which case
you may sit together.
•
We will not shake hands in the peace. Ensuring social distance we can
place our hands together in prayer form (Namaste form) – to offer peace.
•
Please can you place your much needed offerings and collection on the
brass plate, as you come in. Collection bowls will not be passed around
during the service. Those who count the collection will use gloves.
•
At the Parish Church, when you come up for communion we will not be
using the rails. Please form a queue, ensuring 2 metres distance in order
to receive the bread (host). Please fully extend your arms fully to ensure
social distance. The celebrant alone will receive the wine on behalf of us
all. Please return to your seats using the one-way system. The side aisle
will be invited up first. The celebrant will use hand sanitiser before
distribution and communicants will receive the host in their hand. For
those requiring a blessing, hands will not be laid directly on the head.
•
We will keep a list of those attending in order to comply with
Government guidance which includes a request for names of attendees
to be recorded and kept for 21 days to assist ‘track and trace’ if required.
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Our Holy Week programme begins with a Family Eucharist for Palm Sunday
which will include all congregations and will take place at 10.30am. The Holy
Week offering will be a mixture of online and in person, with reflections online
on the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week and on Easter
Saturday. We will be in church for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Details
are on the back page of these notices. The Easter Family Workshop for
children will not be possible this year. Online resources will be made available.
CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER The church will remain open
between 10am and 4pm Tuesday to Sunday but be closed on Mondays. Covid19 precautions are in place and seating is limited.

EASTER LILIES We will be having these in both churches to remember
loved ones. Can we hear from you as soon as possible? At the Parish Church
they will be £2.50 per lily. Money and names to Sue Short/Isobel Munday/
myself. The price of the lilies at the Good Shepherd will be notified in due
course. Money and names to Ann Cox.
SOCIAL EVENTS IN 2021
The Fundraising Committee (FunCom) has met to discuss what might be
possible this year. We have some wonderful plans but all the dates below are
aspirational (in that they are reliant on the current roadmap of dates being the
case. We will update as things become clearer but here is a possible
programme: It’s really exciting!

Forthcoming Social Events
27 June Summer Concert and Strawberry Tea – Parish Church
17 July Summer Fete – Parish Church
4, 11, 18, 25 August – Lunchtime Organ Recitals
18 September Quiz Night – St Andrew’s Centre
16 October Film Night – St Andrew’s Centre
Census
30 October Autumn Fair – St Andrew’s Centre
20 November Music Hall Evening
Further details as and when we hear more information!
#LIVE LENT I still have some copies of the Church of
England booklet #Live Lent. It is a small 100 page booklet
and has something for each day of Lent. We will use it for
our Lent Study group but it is useful thing to have to help
us keep a holy Lent. They are available for £2.00 each.
Please can you email me to order a copy, and also confirm
whether you will be attending our Lent Study group – 6
Wednesdays continuing on Wednesday 24 March:
rector@thorpeparishchurch.org or 01603 439160.
Starting 2.30pm each week.

100 CLUB
The March Draw will be drawn in church TODAY (21 March 2021)

NATIONAL DAY OF REFLECTION: 23 March
The church will be open for quiet prayer and the lighting of candles. Please
observe the minute’s silence at 12noon. At 8.00pm do join the nation in
creating a "beacon of remembrance" on our doorsteps by beaming phones,
candles and torches into the night sky at 8pm. Our PCC we will break off its
meeting to enable members to do this.
‘BAKING THROUGH THE LOCKDOWN’ RECIPE BOOK We have
done so well with the sales of this (with surplus/profit exceeding an amazing
£2000) but there are still some copies available. This is an ideal Easter present.
Order your copies whilst stocks last. Copies can be purchased from church,
Mazzoni’s Newsagents, Gordon Barber Funeral Directors. Please email
Christine Cutting (cutting248@btinternet.com) or telephone the Rectory or
leave a message on the answerphone 01603 439160. We will deliver free in
Thorpe St Andrew/Thorpe End. Beyond that postage/packing starts at £2.00.
ZOOM COFFEE Our pattern in Lent is to alternate our Lent provision on
a fortnightly basis. The next Coffee morning is on Thursday 25 March at
11am. Please do support these if you can. It is a great way of staying in touch.
Zoom details will come out with the weekly email. Bring your own coffee and
cakes, biscuits etc…!
TWO CRAFT (MAKING) CHALLENGES FOR THE SEASON
We have laid down the gauntlet to our young people at Café Church to do
two things this Holy Week and Easter:
• Make a Cross You can make a cross out of any material which is of a
size that you can easily carry it at our Palm Sunday Service.
• Easter Garden You can make an Easter garden, which you can display
in your window (or if weatherproof – outside), so that those on their
daily walks can see them and share in the resurrection story. Please send
in photographs which will be added to social media and put in our parish
magazine. Prizes in different age groups.
GIFT AID The treasury team would like to say "thank you" to all of you who
have returned the completed gift aid forms so far. If you haven’t done so yet,
please can you get this back as soon as you can. Huge thanks to Margaret
Hope, Robert Chalmers and Sally Entwistle and all who assist.
THORPE ‘CEMETERY’ COMMUNITY PROJECT
We hope that you might help in keeping this project going into its second year.
Saturdays, 8.45 -12pm: April 3, 10 and 24; May 8 and 22; June 5 and 19. Further
information from Dale Wiseman, Thorpe History Group.

THANK YOU TO YOU ALL Thank to you all for the way in which you
have responded to giving during this pandemic. Please continue to give as
generously as you can.
•
•
•
•
•

If you have been continuing to put money in your weekly giving envelopes
we will very gratefully receive them. You might put them in a bigger
envelope to hold them, when you return to church.
However, a lot of people have said to us that they would prefer to bring
us their collections (accumulated over the period) in one accumulated
amount or indeed a cheque (payable to Thorpe St Andrew PCC).
You can post a cheque to the Rectory. This will be passed to Treasury
team.
We can arrange to call and collect anything you are able to give. We will
ring the doorbell and stand at distance, as envelope is put down..
Any additional amounts are very gratefully received. Whilst we have done
all we can to cut costs our income is down considerably – with no hall
bookings and some weddings being put off to 2022. Please do help in
whatever way you can.

If you have a question in relation to giving in any way whatsoever please contact
our Treasurer on her email: treasurertsa@gmail.com If you don’t ‘do email’
please do have a word with the Rector – 01603 439160.
DIOCESE OF NORWICH LENT APPEAL 2021
This year as a diocese we will be joining together to give towards the
Archbishop of Canterbury's 'Together in Unity' appeal to support churches
and communities around the world during the pandemic. To support the
appeal visit www.dioceseofnorwich.org/news/lent-appeal/ Donations marked
Lent Appeal can, when safe, be put through the Rectory Office door. There is
a separate bucket for the Lent Appeal in church at our services.

Further information

Rector: The Revd James Stewart
Tel: 01603 439160
email: rector@thorpeparishchurch.org
Curate: The Revd Taylor Wilton-Morgan
Tel: 01603 387401
email: fr.taylor@outlook.com

