Weekly Newsletter and Service Sheet
14 March 2021
Mothering Sunday (Lent 4)

Rector’s Reflection
Unconditional and unlimited love
In years gone by, it takes a lot not to smile as young children run down the
church aisle brandishing bunches of daffodils for members of the
congregation. Yet this is the second Mothering Sunday out of church. Last
year’s was where our online services began – this is the 52nd Sunday of our
online services, delivered newsletters and our weekly email communications.
Before the pandemic Mothering Sunday was a day of mixed emotion for
many. The separation caused by Covid-19 only brings added pain.. Yet this
day in the calendar of the church year is not just about our mothers or
indeed those who have had a mothering influence, but is also a day that is
about the mothering love of God, and about our own call to share the
mother love of God with others. One of the
two gospel readings for this Sunday takes us
back to the time when the infant Jesus is
brought to the temple by his parents to be
presented to God. We hear the words of
old Simeon to Mary, shocking words for a
any new mother to hear – ‘this child is
destined for the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed’,
says Simeon, ‘and a sword will pierce your
own soul too’. Later Mary found herself
standing at the foot of the cross, waiting in
agonizing vigil, faithful in her love to the end, as her soul is indeed pierced.
True love is never without cost. Giving ourselves up to love and to loving
brings the possibility of unimaginable pain. On the cross as Jesus’ life ebbed
away, he looked to those he loved dearly, to his mother and to his disciple
– and gave them into each other’s care. In that moment he created a new
family, a new community brought together by their love for him and built on
the saving love of the cross. This community is the church Christ calls into
being, to be those who offer God’s love to others and communities where
people find acceptance, healing, encouragement and hope. A place where all
might know the unconditional and unlimited love of our mother and father
God. With every blessing for Mothering Sunday and the days ahead.

Fr James

The Eucharist and Liturgy
for Mothering Sunday
Organ Voluntary
Hymn New English Hymnal 408
Love Divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.
Come, almighty to deliver,
Let us all thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.
Finish, then thy new creation,
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in thee,
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise!
The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you and also with you.
Welcome
Words of welcome to those in church and those online are given.

Blessing of the Light for Mothering Sunday
We light this candle to remind us that the love of God is like a light in our
darkness.
Blessed be God for ever.
We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have loved, laughed and
laboured as they cared for their children.
Blessed be God for ever.
We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have wept in sorrow and joy
for their children.
Blessed be God for ever.
We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and nurtured in her
love, and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, waiting love.
Blessed be God for ever.
Prayers of Penitence
Let us call to mind our sin, our failure to value the love of others
and our failure to love as Christ has loved us.
Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us; deliver us from judgement;
bind up our wounds and revive us;
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Collect
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the
life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family
to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may
know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Reading Exodus 2:1-10
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby,
she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a
papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the
child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. The daughter of Pharaoh
came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river.
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she
opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This
must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister said to
Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women
to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl
went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this
child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took
the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s
daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she
said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God.

Hymn
Brother, sister, let me serve you;
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.
We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.
I will hold the Christlight for you
in the nighttime of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.
I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow,
till we've seen this journey through.
Repeat Verse 1

Gospel Reading Luke 2:33-35
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. The Lord is a great
God, O that today you would listen to his voice. Harden not your hearts.
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.’
This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Creed
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth is named. We believe in God the Son, who lives in
our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. We believe in
God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The response to the bidding
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.
The Peace
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has given us access to his grace. The peace of the Lord be always
with you and also with you. Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared, and bread and wine ae placed upon it.
Organ music is played. At the end this prayer is said.
God of our journey, as we walk with you on your path of obedience, sustain
us on our way and lead us to your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and
praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere: loving creator, ever
living God. For like a mother you gather your people to you: longing to
gather us in your arms, as chicks are gathered to the mother hen. For you
weep over our sins and our pride: Tenderly drawing us from hatred and
judgement into the warmth of your embrace. For you comfort us in sorrow
and bind /up our wounds: in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you
feed us. Your warmth gives life to the dead: your healing touch makes sinners
righteous. In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness for the beauty of
heaven may your love prepare us. Your family on earth now lifts our voice
to join with the family of heaven: ever praising you and singing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and
wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after
supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we
celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before
you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to
stand in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one
cup, so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Andrew and
all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our
Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread The minister breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in
one bread.
Agnus Dei The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
The Giving of Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are
those who are called to his supper. Lord, I am not worthy to receive
you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
Communion The sacrament is distributed. Short organ music is played.
Prayer after Communion
Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast you feed us in this
sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted
your goodness to grow in grace within the household of faith; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were
still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and
living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate
of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who
drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give
light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live
to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Notices The notices and announcements are given.
Thanksgiving for our Mothers
Thank you God for the love of our mothers:
thank you God for their care and concern;
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us;
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us;
thank you God for all that they give us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn New English Hymnal 413
Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;
Who from our mother's arms hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours to-day.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessèd peace to cheer us;
And keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
The One eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. Amen.
The Blessing
May God, who gave birth to all creation, bless you:
may God, who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless you:
may God, who broods as a mother over her children, bless you:
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.
Closing Voluntary

Prayer Intentions
THE CHURCH
Our Ministry Team James Stewart, Taylor Wilton-Morgan, Nicole King
Our Bishops Graham and Alan Archdeacons Karen Hutchinson, Steven
Betts, Ian Bentley Ecumenical All our brothers and sisters in all
denominations.. Anglican Communion Iglesia Anglicana de Chile.
THE WORLD
All those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic all key workers in NHS
and all fields of frontline work, particularly all those working in our local
hospitals (NNUH), including doctors, nurses, porters, cleaners, cooks,
administrative staff, chaplains Vaccination Giving thanks for those who
have already received vaccines and the rolling out of the programme.
THE COMMUNITY
Streets of the Parish Lenthall Close, Leven Close, Lodge Place
Our community Those struggling with the national lockdown and
remembering all our civic leaders at Town, District and County level.
THOSE IN NEED OF OUR PRAYER including Paul Carter, Mark
Little, Graham and Monique Rowland, Jennifer Jones, Janet Fancy, Colin
Hicks, Alan Harrison, Grace Howes, Peter and Gaynor Garrood, Rita
Ward, Joy and Andy McCall, Jean High, Jean Mayhew, Brother Gabriel,
Craig Fransham, Anthony Travis, Mark King, Chloe Smith MP, Alan
Fleming
THE DEPARTED
The recently departed Marjorie Balls (15 March), Margaret Thurston,
Trevor Sexty (18 March), Beryl Clover (19 March – PC:2.30pm), Eileen
Allen (24 March)
Those whose anniversary of death occurs at this time

Other notices and announcements
RETURNING TO OUR CHURCHES – AN UPDATE
Following guidance from the Bishop of Norwich that parishes may now
consider a return to ‘in person’ worship there have been conversations
with the Ministry Team, Churchwardens and others. A cautious and safe
‘middle way’ seems sensible here. Our annual remembrance of Holy Week
beginning with Palm Sunday and ending triumphantly with Easter Sunday is
very important to us and so our plan ensures we can in some way be in
church for this period, with services in both churches by Easter morning.
We are gently returning (in addition) for one service at the Parish Church
at 9.30am on 21 March (the Sunday before Palm Sunday) to ‘ease our
way in’. The Services from the Parish Church will continue to be streamed
online LIVE on Facebook. Our Holy Week programme begins with a
Family Eucharist for Palm Sunday which will include all congregations and
will take place at 10.30am. The Holy Week offering will be a mixture of
online and in person, with reflections online on the Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday of Holy Week and on Easter Saturday. The Easter Family
Workshop for children will not be possible this year but a Covid-19 safe
option is being developed. These plans are subject to change. In addition,
we will shortly open Morning Prayer to all, although we will continue to
stream Thursday’s Morning Prayer each week LIVE.
FR TAYLOR BEGINS A THREE-MONTH PLACEMENT
It is not unusual for a curate to serve in a number of parishes during their
curacy. As was announced last Sunday Fr Taylor has begun a three month
placement in a rural multi-parish benefice here in the Diocese of Norwich.
He is now ministering in the parishes of Ashmanhaugh, Barton Turf,
Beeston St Lawrence, Horning, Irstead and Neatishead (The United
Benefice of St Benedict). St Bene’t’s Abbey is within those parishes and
with a number of rural locations it is something of a change and contrast
to here. It is possible that Fr Taylor will not return to us, but, if that is the
case, an opportunity will be made for him to return so that we can say
farewell and even possibly have a drink and some refreshments (Covid-19
restrictions permitting) so that we can wish him well. Please do keep
Taylor and Edwin and the incumbent and people of the United Benefice of
St Benedict in your prayers in these coming months.

SOCIAL EVENTS IN 2021
The Fundraising Committee (FunCom) has met to discuss what might be
possible this year. We have some wonderful plans but all the dates below
are aspirational (in that they are reliant on the current roadmap of dates
being the case. We will update as things become clearer but here is a
possible programme: It’s really exciting!

Forthcoming Social Events
27 June Summer Concert and Strawberry Tea – Parish Church
17 July Summer Fete – Parish Church
4, 11, 18, 25 August – Lunchtime Organ Recitals
18 September Quiz Night – St Andrew’s Centre
16 October Film Night – St Andrew’s Centre
30 October Autumn Fair – St Andrew’s Centre
20 November Music Hall Evening
Further details as and when we hear more information!
CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER The church will remain
open between 10am and 4pm Tuesday to Sunday but be closed on
Mondays. Covid-19 precautions are in place and seating is limited.
LENT LUNCH (ZOOM) – 19 MARCH – RED NOSE DAY Our
last Lent lunch falls on Red Nose Day (19 March). We are suggesting
people wear something red or produce a red soup or something red to
eat and that you come with your favourite jokes and funny stories. It
begins at 12noon. Zoom details in due course.
EASTER LILIES We will be having these in both churches to remember
loved ones. Can we hear from you as soon as possible? At the Parish
Church they will be £2.50 per lily. Money and names to Sue Short or Isobel
Munday or myself. The price of the lilies at the Good Shepherd will be
notified in due course. Money and names to Ann Cox. If in doubt please
do get in touch with Fr James.

#LIVE LENT I am pleased to say that I have
a supply of the Church of England’s Lent
resource - #Live Lent. It is a small 100 page
booklet and has something for each day of
Lent. We will use it for our Lent Study group
but it is useful thing to have to help us keep a
holy Lent. They are available for £2.00 each.
Please can you email me to order a copy, and
also confirm whether you will be attending
our Lent Study group – 6 Wednesdays
continuing on Wednesday 10 March:
rector@thorpeparishchurch.org or 01603
439160. Starting 2.30pm each week.
‘BAKING THROUGH THE LOCKDOWN’
RECIPE BOOK We have done so well with the
sales of this (with surplus/profit exceeding an
amazing £2000) but there are still some copies
available. This is an ideal gift for Mothering
Sunday/Easter present. Order your copies whilst
stocks last. Copies can be purchased from church,
Mazzoni’s Newsagents, Gordon Barber Funeral
Directors. You can also email Christine Cutting
(cutting248@btinternet.com) or telephone the
Rectory or leaving a message on the answerphone
01603 439160. We will deliver free in Thorpe St
Andrew/Thorpe End. Beyond that postage and
packing starts at £2.00.
ZOOM COFFEE Our pattern in Lent is to alternate our Lent provision
on a fortnightly basis. The next Coffee morning is on Thursday 25
March at 11am. Please do support these if you can. It is a great way of
staying in touch. Zoom details will come out with the weekly email. Bring
your own soup or coffee and cakes, biscuits…!
100 CLUB – FEBRUARY DRAW RESULTS
1ST Prize £25 No. 84 Jackie Tunbridge; 2nd Prize £15 No. 86 Pip Jenkinson
The March Draw will be drawn in church when we return next Sunday
(21 March).

TWO CRAFT (MAKING) CHALLENGES FOR THE SEASON
We have laid down the gauntlet to our young people at Café Church to
do two things this Holy Week and Easter:
• Make a Cross You can make a cross out of any material which is of
a size that you can easily carry it at our Palm Sunday Service.
• Easter Garden You can make an Easter garden, which you can
display in your window (or if weatherproof – outside), so that those
on their daily walks can see them and share in the resurrection story.
Please send in photographs which will be added to social media and
put in our parish magazine. Prizes in different age groups.
GIFT AID The treasury team would like to say "thank you" to all of you
who have returned the completed gift aid forms so far. If you haven’t done
so yet, please can you get this back as soon as you can. Huge thanks to
Margaret Hope, Robert Chalmers and Sally Entwistle and all who assist.
THANK YOU TO YOU ALL Thank to you all for the way in which
you have responded to giving during this pandemic. Please continue to give
as generously as you can.
•
•
•
•
•

If you have been continuing to put money in your weekly giving envelopes
we will very gratefully receive them. You might put them in a bigger
envelope to hold them, when you return to church.
However, a lot of people have said to us that they would prefer to bring us
their collections (accumulated over the period) in one accumulated amount
or indeed a cheque (payable to Thorpe St Andrew PCC).
You can post a cheque to the Rectory. This will be passed to Treasury team.
We can arrange to call and collect anything you are able to give. We will
ring the doorbell and stand at distance, as envelope is put down..
Any additional amounts are very gratefully received. Whilst we have done
all we can to cut costs our income is down considerably – with no hall
bookings and some weddings being put off to 2022. Please do help in
whatever way you can.

If you have a question in relation to giving in any way whatsoever please
contact our Treasurer on her email: treasurertsa@gmail.com If you don’t
‘do email’ please do have a word with the Rector – 01603 439160.

DIOCESE OF NORWICH LENT APPEAL 2021
This year as a diocese we will be joining together to give towards the
Archbishop of Canterbury's 'Together in Unity' appeal to support
churches and communities around the world during the pandemic. In his
letter inviting us all to contribute Bishop Graham writes: ‘I have been so
inspired by the response of churches and individuals in our diocese during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you for your part in that. Now I’m asking us all to
turn our thoughts to our sisters and brothers in some of the poorest communities
around the world by supporting this year’s Lent Appeal. The pandemic has put
a great strain on those who are already vulnerable, and as usual, it is they who
suffer most. I invite you to be Jesus’ hands and feet in offering assistance through
the Archbishop’s Together in Unity Appeal. Thank you.’ To support the appeal
visit www.dioceseofnorwich.org/news/lent-appeal/ Donations marked
Lent Appeal can, when safe, be put through the Rectory Office door. If we
return to church in time we will have a separate collection in church.
PARISH LIFE Our March issue is available now from Co-op Daily,
Laundry Lane and both Post Offices (Thunder Lane and Yarmouth Road).
Why not have it delivered? You can order a subscription for just £1 a
month, delivery free in Thorpe St Andrew. Postage also available. There
is a sign up button on the Parish Life Facebook page or on the Parish Life
website – www.parish-life.co.uk

Further information

Rector: The Revd James Stewart
Tel: 01603 439160
email: rector@thorpeparishchurch.org
Curate: The Revd Taylor Wilton-Morgan

