Weekly Newsletter and Service Sheet
7 March 2021 The Third Sunday of Lent

What’s all the commotion…?
It is great news that we are returning to church for Easter and I am very
grateful for those who have been in touch with words of encouragment
about it. Our church buildings are important to us for a number of reasons
– places of worship, places of memory, places of gathering…The list goes
on! When we sell plants, books, cakes, bric-a-brac (or indeed anything else)
at church the scripturally aware among us might be tempted to quote this
Sunday’s gospel reading. As we know, Jesus is
outraged, when he turns all the tables upside
down, makes a whip of cords and chucks
everybody out of the Temple. It’s one of
those over-used passages in the Bible that
gets brought out for a number of reasons –
by people who want to show that Jesus
disapproved of things being sold in a holy
place and also by those who want to show
that Jesus was human and did ‘get angry’. It’s
important to see the context: worship was
ongoing in the temple and yet there was a
tremendous cacophany of birds and animals
being sold for sacrifice and people (it would
appear) doing ‘dodgy deals’ in the corner,
changing money so that those sacrifices could
happen. Jesus’ heart was broken that God whom we worship in spirit and
truth (mentioned only two chapters later in John’s Gospel) was not at the
centre of what these people were doing. The sacrifices and the business
going on had become ‘the thing’. They had forgotten why they were really
there. Holy places, like temples and church buildings where we come to seek
God’s presence, and the enterprise that had built up around the temple here
were not compatible. Jesus refers to the temple of his body which will be
destroyed in his crucifixion and raised up in his resurrection in three days. It
reminds us of Christ’s death and passion but also that our own bodies are
temples which sometimes need a bit of clearing out and resetting – and I am
not just referring to the chocolate we have eaten during lockdown! Time for
us, perhaps, to pause for thought as we return to our beloved buidlings and
as we take time to reflect this Lent? God bless you all.
Fr James

The Eucharist for the
Third Sunday of Lent
Organ Voluntary
Hymn New English Hymnal 339
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art,
Be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word
Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord,
Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son,
Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight,
Be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might,
Be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower,
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Be thou my inheritance now and always,
Be thou and thou only the first in my heart,
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after vict'ry is won,
Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.
The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you and also with you.
Welcome
Words of welcome to those in church and those online are given.

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Prayers of Penitence
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin: Lord,
have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me: Christ,
have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy spirit from
me: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Collect
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of
life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will
thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom,
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those

who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God.
Hymn New English Hymnal 431
O thou who camest from above,
The pure celestial fire to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart.
There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer, and fervent praise.
Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
to work, and speak, and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire,
and still stir up the gift in me.
Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat,
Till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make my sacrifice complete.
Gospel Reading John 2:13-22
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Blessed are those who have endured temptation; they have stood the test
and will receive the crown of life. Praise to you, O Christ, King of
eternal glory.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the

coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who
were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my
Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him,
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it
up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this;
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The response to the bidding
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.

The Peace
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace. The peace of the Lord be
always with you and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared, and bread and wine ae placed upon it.
Organ music is played. At the end this prayer is said.
God of our journey, as we walk with you on your path of obedience, sustain
us on our way and lead us to your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and
praise.
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and
everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For in these forty days
you lead us into the desert of repentance that through a pilgrimage of prayer
and discipline we may grow in grace and learn to be your people once again.
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring us back to your
generous heart. Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to
your presence in the world and free our hands to welcome others into the
radiant splendour of your love. As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast
with joyful hearts and minds, singing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and
wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after
supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we
celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup and
we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve
you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your
kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the
company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Andrew and all the saints, may praise
and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with
whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread The minister breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in
one bread.

Agnus Dei The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
The Giving of Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are
those who are called to his supper. Lord, I am not worthy to receive
you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
Communion The sacrament is distributed. Short organ music is played.
Prayer after Communion
Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the
world, the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you,
the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were
still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and
living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate
of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who
drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give
light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live
to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Notices The notices and announcements are given.

Hymn New English Hymnal 205
Christ is made the sure foundation,
And the precious corner-stone,
Who, the two walls underlying,
Bound in each, binds both in one,
Holy Sion's help for ever,
And our confidence alone.
All that dedicated city,
Dearly loved by God on high,
In exultant jubilation
Pours perpetual melody,
God the One, in Threefold glory,
Singing everlastingly.
To this temple, where we call thee,
Come, O Lord of hosts, today;
With thy wonted loving-kindness,
Hear thy people as they pray;
And thy fullest benediction
Shed within its walls for ay.
Laud and honour to the Father,
Laud and honour to the Son,
Laud and honour to the Spirit,
Ever three and ever one,
One in love, and one in splendour,
While unending ages run. Amen.
The Blessing
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your
cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.
Closing Voluntary

Prayer Intentions
THE CHURCH
Our Ministry Team James Stewart, Taylor Wilton-Morgan, Nicole King
Our Bishops Graham and Alan Archdeacons Karen Hutchinson, Steven
Betts, Ian Bentley Ecumenical – Sweden The Deanery of Norra
Norrbotten in Luleå (Sweden) and its Rural Dean Juha Rauhala. Locally
Salvation Army: Commanders of the Anglia Division, Derek and Susan
Jones. Anglican Communion Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo.
THE WORLD
All those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic all key workers in NHS
and all fields of frontline work, particularly all public transport workers –
drivers of trains and buses, office staff and those working on the
infrastructure of rail and road.
THE COMMUNITY
Streets of the Parish Laundry Lane, Laurel Road, Le Tunder Close
Our community Those struggling with the national lockdown and
remembering all our civic leaders at Town, District and County level.
Vaccination Giving thanks for those who have already received the first
dose of their vaccine and the rolling out of the programme.
THOSE IN NEED OF OUR PRAYER including Paul Carter, Mark
Little, Graham and Monique Rowland, Jennifer Jones, Janet Fancy, Colin
Hicks, Alan Harrison, Grace Howes, Peter and Gaynor Garrood, Rita
Ward, Joy and Andy McCall, Jean High, Jean Mayhew, Brother Gabriel,
Craig Fransham, Anthony Travis, Mark King, Chloe Smith MP, Alan
Fleming, Jean Morris (St C’s Road)
THE DEPARTED
The recently departed Herbert Davy (8 March), Carol Moore (12
March), Peter Lockwood (12 March), Marjorie Balls (15 March), Margaret
Thurston, Trevor Sexty (18 March), Beryl Clover (19 March – PC:2.30pm)
Those whose anniversary of death occurs at this time including
Ethel Lovegrove (10 March), Marjorie Browne (12 March)

Other notices and announcements
RETURNING TO OUR CHURCHES – AN UPDATE
Following guidance from the Bishop of Norwich that parishes may now
consider a return to ‘in person’ worship there have been conversations
with the Ministry Team, Churchwardens and others. A cautious and safe
‘middle way’ seems sensible here. Our annual remembrance of Holy Week
beginning with Palm Sunday and ending triumphantly with Easter Sunday is
very important to us and so our plan ensures we can in some way be in
church for this period, with services in both churches by Easter morning.
We are gently returning (in addition) for one service at the Parish Church
at 9.30am on 21 March (the Sunday before Palm Sunday) to ‘ease our
way in’. The Services from the Parish Church will continue to be streamed
online LIVE on Facebook. Our Holy Week programme begins with a
Family Eucharist for Palm Sunday which will include all congregations and
will take place at 10.30am. The Holy Week offering will be a mixture of
online and in person, with reflections online on the Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday of Holy Week and on Easter Saturday. The Easter Family
Workshop for children will not be possible this year but a Covid-19 safe
option is being developed. These plans are subject to change. In addition,
we will shortly open Morning Prayer to all, although we will continue to
stream Thursday’s Morning Prayer each week LIVE.
FR TAYLOR BEGINS A THREE-MONTH PLACEMENT
It is not unusual for a curate to serve in a number of parishes during their
curacy. As was announced last Sunday Fr Taylor has begun a three month
placement in a rural multi-parish benefice here in the Diocese of Norwich.
He is now ministering in the parishes of Ashmanhaugh, Barton Turf,
Beeston St Lawrence, Horning, Irstead and Neatishead (The United
Benefice of St Benedict). St Bene’t’s Abbey is within those parishes and
with a number of rural locations it is something of a change and contrast
to here. It is possible that Fr Taylor will not return to us, but, if that is the
case, an opportunity will be made for him to return so that we can say
farewell and even possibly have a drink and some refreshments (Covid-19
restrictions permitting) so that we can wish him well. Please do keep
Taylor and Edwin and the incumbent and people of the United Benefice of
St Benedict in your prayers in these coming months.

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER The church will remain
open between 10am and 4pm Tuesday to Sunday but be closed on
Mondays. Covid-19 precautions are in place and seating is limited.
100 CLUB – FEBRUARY DRAW RESULTS
1ST Prize £25 No. 84 Jackie Tunbridge; 2nd Prize £15 No. 86 Pip Jenkinson
#LIVE LENT I am pleased to say that I have
a supply of the Church of England’s Lent
resource - #Live Lent. It is a small 100 page
booklet and has something for each day of
Lent. We will use it for our Lent Study group
but it is useful thing to have to help us keep a
holy Lent. They are available for £2.00 each.
Please can you email me to order a copy, and
also confirm whether you will be attending
our Lent Study group – 6 Wednesdays
continuing on Wednesday 10 March:
rector@thorpeparishchurch.org or 01603
439160. Starting 2.30pm each week.

‘BAKING THROUGH THE LOCKDOWN’
RECIPE BOOK We have done so well with the
sales of this (with surplus/profit exceeding an
amazing £2000) but there are still some copies
available. This is an ideal gift for Mothering
Sunday/Easter present. Order your copies whilst
stocks last. Copies can be purchased from church,
Mazzoni’s Newsagents, Gordon Barber Funeral
Directors. You can also email Christine Cutting
(cutting248@btinternet.com) or telephone the
Rectory or leaving a message on the answerphone
01603 439160. We will deliver free in Thorpe St
Andrew/Thorpe End. Beyond that postage and
packing starts at £2.00.

ZOOM COFFEE Our pattern in Lent is to alternate our Lent provision
on a fortnightly basis. The next Coffee morning is on Thursday 11
March at 11am. Please do support these if you can. It is a great way of
staying in touch. Zoom details will come out with the weekly email. Bring
your own soup or coffee and cakes, biscuits…!
LENT LUNCH (ZOOM) – 19 MARCH – RED NOSE DAY Our
last Lent lunch falls on Red Nose Day (19 March). We are suggesting
people wear something red or produce a red soup or something red to
eat and that you come with your favourite jokes and funny stories. It
begins at 12noon. Zoom details in due course.
GIFT AID The treasury team would like to say "thank you" to all of you
who have returned the completed gift aid forms so far. If you haven’t done
so yet, please can you get this back as soon as you can. Huge thanks to
Margaret Hope, Robert Chalmers and Sally Entwistle and all who assist.
THANK YOU TO YOU ALL Thank to you all for the way in which
you have responded to giving during this pandemic. Please continue to give
as generously as you can.
•
•
•
•
•

If you have been continuing to put money in your weekly giving envelopes
we will very gratefully receive them. You might put them in a bigger
envelope to hold them, when you return to church.
However, a lot of people have said to us that they would prefer to bring us
their collections (accumulated over the period) in one accumulated amount
or indeed a cheque (payable to Thorpe St Andrew PCC).
You can post a cheque to the Rectory. This will be passed to Treasury team.
We can arrange to call and collect anything you are able to give. We will
ring the doorbell and stand at distance, as envelope is placed on the
doorstep.
Any additional amounts are very gratefully received. Whilst we have done
all we can to cut costs our income is down considerably – with no hall
bookings and some weddings being put off to 2022. Please do help in
whatever way you can.

If you have a question in relation to giving in any way whatsoever please
contact our Treasurer on her email: treasurertsa@gmail.com If you don’t
‘do email’ please do have a word with the Rector – 01603 439160.

DIOCESE OF NORWICH LENT APPEAL 2021
This year as a diocese we will be joining together to give towards the
Archbishop of Canterbury's 'Together in Unity' appeal to support
churches and communities around the world during the pandemic. In his
letter inviting us all to contribute Bishop Graham writes:
I have been so inspired by the response of churches and individuals in our diocese
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you for your part in that. Now I’m asking
us all to turn our thoughts to our sisters and brothers in some of the poorest
communities around the world by supporting this year’s Lent Appeal. The
pandemic has put a great strain on those who are already vulnerable, and as
usual, it is they who suffer most. I invite you to be Jesus’ hands and feet in offering
assistance through the Archbishop’s Together in Unity Appeal. Thank you.
To support the appeal visit www.dioceseofnorwich.org/news/lent-appeal/
Donations marked Lent Appeal can, when safe, be put through the
Rectory Office door. If we return to church in time we will have a separate
collection in church.
PARISH LIFE Our March issue is available now from Co-op Daily,
Laundry Lane and both Post Offices (Thunder Lane and Yarmouth Road).
Why not have it delivered? You can order a subscription for just £1 a
month, delivery free in Thorpe St Andrew. Postage also available. There
is a sign up button on the Parish Life Facebook page or on the Parish Life
website – www.parish-life.co.uk
MOTHERING SUNDAY It’s Mothering Sunday next Sunday! Don’t
forget! We will be producing additional resources for next week!
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