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Thorpe St Andrew

Weekly News with Service Sheet
13 December 2020 ADVENT 3 (GAUDETE SUNDAY)
Joy to the world
On this, the third Sunday of Advent, or
Gaudete Sunday, we sense a definite
change in mood. The austerity of what
can be the sombre, though hope-filled,
penitential season of Advent is replaced
with a burst of colour, with some places
even wearing pink vestments and
lighting the pink candle in the Advent
wreath. Traditionally in the Roman rite
these words are said from Scripture Rejoice in the Lord and again I say
rejoice or Gaudete in Domino semper,
hence Gaudete Sunday. We are edging that bit nearer to celebrating the
coming of the Christ Child at Christmas, and our gospel reading has John the
Baptist actively proclaiming the coming of the Messiah: ‘I baptize you with
water, but he who is mightier than I is coming.’ John the Baptist’s proclamation
is sure and certain, filled with hope and, one must assume, wholly joyful. To
prepare meaningfully for Christmas can be exceedingly difficult. We must ask
ourselves whether, amidst the tumult of our everyday lives – the rush to find
the right presents, getting Christmas cards posted off, and attendance at Zoom
Christmas parties – we are allowing ourselves to find the time to truly prepare
and, more dauntingly perhaps, truly proclaim this wonderful news. The fact
that Christ dwells in us, and among us, should truly fill us with joy and peace.
However, it can only do so if we allow ourselves the time to reflect, to pray
and to prepare. Only then will we, like John the Baptist, be so moved by the
Spirit that we will also wish to proclaim Christ’s coming in a world that greatly
needs to hear his message of salvation. There’s much to rejoice about!
With every blessing,
Fr James

THE EUCHARIST FOR ADVENT 3
Introductory Voluntary
Welcome Words of welcome to the congregation and those watching online.
The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord be with you and also with you.
The Blessing of the Advent Wreath
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth
as a burning and shining light.
May we your servants rejoice in his light,
and so be led to witness to him
who is the Lord of our coming kingdom,
Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages.
Blessed be God for ever.
Lord Jesus, light of the world,
John told the people to prepare,
for you were very near.
As Christmas grows closer day by day,
help us to be ready to welcome you now. Amen.
Prayers of Penitence
A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ So let
us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that
we have sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not loved you
with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as
ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.. Amen.

The Collect
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare
your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the
world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive
and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
Reading 1Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and
he will do this.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading John 1:6-8, 19-28
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is
the Holy One of Israel. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are
you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from
the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The response to the bidding
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.
The Peace
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon
us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared, and bread and wine ae placed upon it.
As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the
hillside are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your
whole Church soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth into
your kingdom. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and
everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For when he humbled
himself to come among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed
before the foundation of the world to open for us the way of salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for the day when
Christ our Lord will come again in glory. And so we join our voices with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven to proclaim your glory for
ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Lord God, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendour and light, yet in
the coming of your Son Jesus Christ you reveal the power of your love made
perfect in our human weakness. Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us the
way of salvation; loving us to the end, he gave himself to death for us; dying for
his own, he set us free from the bonds of sin, that we might rise and reign with
him in glory.
On the night he gave up himself for us all he took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which
is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it
to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, we celebrate
his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, we rejoice that he reigns at your
right hand on high and we long for his coming in glory. As we recall the one,
perfect sacrifice of our redemption, Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts
of your creation be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; form
us into the likeness of Christ and make us a perfect offering in your sight.

Look with favour on your people and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.
Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free and fill your Church
with power from on high. Gather your people from the ends of the earth to
feast with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Andrew and all your saints at the table
in your kingdom, where the new creation is brought to perfection in Jesus
Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread The minister breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. Though we are many,
we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
Agnus Dei The Agnus Dei is said as the bread is broken.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
The Giving of Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. Lord, I am not worthy to
receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
Communion The sacrament is distributed. Organ music is played.
Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of
your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before
his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood
of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and
bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Notices The notices and announcements are given. Banns are read.
The Blessing
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from
before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you always. Amen.
The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.
Closing Voluntary

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2020
Sunday 13 December
8.00am
Eucharist
9.30am
Eucharist
2.30pm
Good Shepherd Carol Service
Thursday 17 December
6.30pm
Community Carols
20 December
9.30am
11.15am
6.30pm
24 December
2.30/4.00pm
8.00pm
11.30pm
25 December
10.30am
27 December
10.30am

Eucharist
Eucharist
Town Carol Service
Crib Services
Christmas Communion
Midnight Mass
Family Eucharist with Carols
Parish Eucharist

Advent 3 (Gaudete Sunday) Rose
Good Shepherd
Parish Church
Good Shepherd
Gold
Gardens of Parish Church
Advent 4 Purple
Parish Church
Good Shepherd
Parish Church
Christmas Eve Gold
Parish Church
Good Shepherd
Parish Church
Christmas Day Gold
Parish Church
Christmas 1 Gold
Parish Church

THE CHURCH
Our Ministry Team James Stewart, Taylor Wilton-Morgan, Nicole King
Our Bishops Graham, Alan and Jonathan. Archdeacons Karen Hutchinson,
Steven Betts, Ian Bentley Ecumenical Methodist Church: East Anglian District
Chairman, Julian Pursehouse Anglican Communion Pray for the Falkland
Islands, Timothy Thornton – Bishop to the Forces and Bishop to the Falkland
Islands
THE WORLD
All those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic all key workers in NHS and
all fields of frontline, particularly all public transport workers – drivers of trains
and buses, office staff and those working on the infrastructure of rail and road.
THE COMMUNITY
Streets of the Parish Firtree Road, Fleetwood Drive, Francis Stone Court
Our community For all those coming to our Outdoor Carols
THOSE IN NEED OF OUR PRAYER including Brian Riseborough, Paul
Carter, Mark Little, Monique Rowland, Jennifer Jones, Janet Fancy, Colin Hicks,
Alan Harrison, Grace Howes, Peter & Gaynor Garrood, Rita Ward, Joy &
Andy McCall, Jean High, Jean Mayhew, Brother Gabriel, Craig Fransham,
Anthony Travis, Paul Rayner, Mark King, Fr Patrick Kerley, Brian Goodswen,
Chloe Smith MP, Sara Andrews
THE DEPARTED
The recently departed
Leonard Durrant (18th Dec), Jaqueline Aldous (21st), Gordon Smith (22nd
December), Jill Hall (23rd Dec-10.30am), Frances Parker (23rd Dec–11.00am),
Diane Marley (23rd Dec-12.30pm), Sybil Nunn (5th Jan)
Those whose anniversary of death occurs at this time including Iris Martin
(14th), Brenda James (16th), George Plunkett (16th), Mary Edwards (19th)

OTHER NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME BACK: SERVICES AS WE ENTER TIER 2
We are delighted to welcome you back. Please follow our guidelines
established before the second lockdown:
•
Please use hand sanitisers on entering and leaving the church.
•
Please wear a face covering at all times in church, other than to receive
the host. Please do make sure it covers your nose and mouth.
•
Alternate pews are being used and within the pews please ensure we
remember to sit 2 metres away from others (1 metre plus with face
mask), unless from the same household or ‘support bubble’, in which case
you may sit together.
•
We will not shake hands in the peace. Ensuring social distance we can
place our hands together in prayer form (Namaste form) – to offer peace.
•
Please can you place your much needed offerings and collection on the
brass plate, as you come in. Collection bowls will not be passed around
during the service. Those who count the collection will use gloves.
•
At the Parish Church, when you come up for communion we will not be
using the rails. Please form a queue, ensuring 2 metres distance in order
to receive the bread (host). Please fully extend your arms fully to ensure
social distance. The celebrant alone will receive the wine on behalf of us
all. Please return to your seats using the one-way system. The side aisle
will be invited up first. The celebrant and deacon will use hand sanitiser
before distribution and communicants will receive the host in their hand.
For those requiring a blessing, hands will not be laid directly on the head.
•
We will keep a list of those attending in order to comply with
Government guidance which includes a request for names of attendees
to be recorded and kept for 21 days to assist ‘track and trace’ if required.
BOOKING FOR SERVICES We are taking bookings for all our Christmas
services. Please sign up on the sheets provided in church, if around, or send
an email to rector@thorpeparishchurch.org or leave a message on 01603
439160. The Eventbrite ticketing system will gone live, so please hurry! Please
share are Christmas publicity on Facebook.
PRIVATE PRAYER The Parish Church is open for private individual prayer.
Monday CLOSED Tuesday - Saturday 10am to 4pm Sunday 11am to 5pm

BAKING THROUGH THE LOCKDOWN: Recipes from the Parish
of Thorpe St Andrew and friends during the Covid-19 pandemic
I am delighted to announce that this collection of recipes gathered in the
lockdown is printed! It will be available in church on Sunday 13 December and
at all services. It is over 100 pages and not only contains a lovely selection of
recipes, including a number from our twin town in Canada, but also chronicles
some of our corporate life together during the lockdown. It is priced very
reasonably at £5 per book and is wire bound and is in full colour. I have had
great fun designing it and I am tremendously grateful to Christine Cutting, Janet
Fancy and team for their hard work in assisting me. Copies can be purchased
at church from next Sunday onwards. They can be ordered by email from
Christine Cutting (cutting248@btinternet.com) or by phoning the Rectory or
leaving a message on the answerphone 01603 439160. We will deliver free
in Thorpe St Andrew. Beyond that postage and packing starts at £2.00. We
can give a quote for P&P for bulk orders on request. We are very thankful that
our sponsors have paid for the printing costs, so that all monies will go to
parish funds. You can place your orders in church this Sunday.
POTTED BULBS FOR CHRISTMAS
Alistair Stewart thanks all who have provided
pots for bulbs which he potted up in early
Autumn. He nearly sold out last week, but has
some more stock this week. These will be on
sale at church (reasonably priced) on Sunday
13 December after the service. Please bring
your money to buy them ready for Christmas.
A lovely affordable gift for Christmas!
JAMS AND CHUTNEYS Sue Short will be at the back of church on Sunday
13 December is offering an ordering service for all her wonderful products
including Christmas novelties. She has advertised in Parish Life. Her details are
sue.short40@gmail.com or telephone 01603 960213.
WEEKLY FREE WILL OFFERING ENVELOPES These will be available
for collection this Sunday, along with various requests for updating
information, if needed, and a formal thank you to you all for your wonderful
contributions. Where it is not possible to collect the boxes, these will be
delivered.
VOLUNTEERS Please contact the churchwardens if you are able to help
with stewarding our Christmas services.

GIVE AS YOU SHOP When you are doing your Christmas online shopping
please do remember Amazon Smile or The Giving Machine (who have over
2,000 retailers to choose from). You receive exactly the same goods/service
with relevant guarantees and our Parish benefits from your purchase. You can
sign
up
today
at
https://smile.amazon.co.uk
or
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk When prompted you will be asked to
nominate your charity: The Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical
Parish of Thorpe St Andrew.
JILL HALL RIP We are saddened to announce that Jill died on Tuesday
evening. Jill was a longstanding member of the church and had been battling
with ill health for several years and bore her illness with great fortitude. Please
keep Mike and her children and all the family in your prayers.
ZOOM COFFEE We will hold another Zoom Coffee morning on Thursday
morning at 11.00am (17 December). The Zoom code will be sent out earlier
in the week. Bring your own coffee!! Other drinks are available!!
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY From Linda Olney Many, many thanks to all who
hold a Children's Society box. This year we have raised £388.37 - a
tremendous effort for which I am really grateful. If there is anyone who would
like a box, please contact Linda Olney on 01603 434986.
THANK YOU TO YOU ALL Thank to you all for the way in which you
have responded to giving during this pandemic. Please continue to give as
generously as you can. If you have a question in relation to giving please contact
our Treasurer on her email: treasurertsa@gmail.com
CHOIR SINGERS AND REHEARSAL I have written to all our singers
but since our singing this year can only be done by choir groups in church I
need to have a note of availability from all and also details of anyone else who
would be willing to sing. Please contact me (as detailed below). There will be
a rehearsal on WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER at 7.00pm in church for
anyone who has offered to sing over the Christmas period. There will also be
a short rehearsal before the Town Carol Service at 5.15pm on SUNDAY
20 DECEMBER.

